McCluskie (1930) , Robertson (1930) , Francis (1936) , and Knowles, Das Gupta and Sen (1936) have noted the occurrence of Spirillum minus in the naturally-infected mouse, Mus musculus.
The last-named workers cited an incident in which a wrong diagnosis of rat-bite fever was established on the basis of discovery of spirilla in a white mouse inoculated with the blood of a patient suffering from prolonged fever without any apparent cause. It was later observed that the mouse had belonged to a batch of which more than 50 per cent had natural Spirillum minus, infection. They also showed that inoculation of blood of the naturally-infected mouse into human beings could produce rat-bite fever in these hosts. As young guinea-pigs are also susceptible to S. ?ninus infection, these workers examined the blood of 20 guinea-pigs for natural infection with the spirillum. ^ whether this spirillum has any pathogenic e ects on men has yet to be determined.
